Public School Building
Chestertown, Md.
publicly owned and used for some county offices

A large and costly building for this period, the former Public School
was built in the Flemish bond pattern and has a stairtower and an
elaborate cornice. The original cupela is missing from the stair
tower,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This 3% storey brick building was built in 1901 for the public
school.

The High St., or southern facade, is 10 bay, with the doorway
behind a two segmented arch opening. The entire building is
in Flemish bond and has a water table with moulded bricks.
Basement windows are also visible.

The first floor windows are flat headed with cantilevered tops.
The second floor rounded windows have segmental arches with a
keystone at the top of each.

The stair tower at the front main entrance contains two plaques

on the second floor level reading Chestertown Public School and
1901. The tower's second level has a Venetian or Palladian

window above which a wide multipart cornice crosses. The third
level of the tower contains a bullseye window. Missing from the
tower top is a cupola which can be seen in the attached copy

of an old photo. <lhere are segmental arches on the first and

second floor stair tower sides with bullseye windows with key- .
stones.

The large cornice from top to bottom consists of crown moulding,
facia, modillions, dentils, bed moulding, followed by a wider
facia board terminating in a three stepped moulding.

The building is gambrel roofed with two massive gambrel shaped
dormers flanking the stair tower. The dormer facades consist
of large Palladian windows.

The north or rear facade has the same treatment as the front
minus the stair tower. An interesting feature is the original
tubular fire escape with entrance below the 3rd floor dormer and
2nd floor center wi.dows.

The same window treatment as on the south facade is repeated on
the 1lst and 2nd floor of the gable ends with the 3rd floor windows
being the same as the lst floor. The cornice extends over the
gable ends perhaps two feet. Its treatment on the gable ends
from top to bottom consist of crown moulding, modillions, dentils,

and bed moulding.

The roof is presently of composition materials and there are 3
chimneys on the west gable and 2 on the east. All have protruded
brick courses half way up and three part caps on the top.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

cornice.

1
i CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

A costly building for this period, the former Public School
was built in the Flemish bond pattern and has an elaborate
The original cupola is missing from the stair tower.
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Public School Building
400 High Street
Chestertown
Chestertown Quad.
Kent County

























Frontad view- ! Old Public sdoel. Ercded 140l
Jocahon 1 ME Corkr High ¢ il
Rekeren Slackth Aap/descrpen ! o< (6

K57




